THE ALLIES OF 


L-QA’IDAH 





IN YEMEN 


As the Sahwah fever spreads through the ranks of al-Qa idah 
from Sham to its other branches, it is important to study 
the relationship between the other branches and regional 


apostate parties, as these relationships in addition to the irja 
and hizbiyyah of al-Qaidah’s leadership are the crucial driv- 


ing force in converting al-Qaidah branches from parties 


resisting the American-led crusades into hardcore sahwat. 


In Khurasan, al-Qaidah is with the Taliban factions who 
announced their adoption of nationalism and resistance to- 
wards wala and bara’, lied to the Ummah by attributing 
their deviant declarations to the deceased Mulla ‘Umar, and 
shamelessly flaunted their brotherhood with the apostate 
tawaghit and the Rafidah. In India, they are the allies of 
the nationalist Kashmir factions whose advances and with- 
drawals are only by the order of the apostate Pakistani army. 
In North Africa, they are the allies of the Libyan factions 
who partook in the religion of democracy in the name of 
“Islam.” 


And in Yemen, one of the top allies of al-Qaidah — after the 
‘Abd Rabbuh battalions, the “Islah” parliamentarians, and 
the pro-Saudi “Salaftyyah” of Dammaj and Marib — is the 
“Hadhrami Domestic Council.” According to the introduc- 
tion found on the council’s official website, “The Hadhrami 
Domestic Council in the city of al-Mukalla — the capital of 
Hadramawt — was formed and then announced on Mon- 


day, 13 April 2015, to be an authority for administering 
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Khalid Baturfl - The new 
Harart of Yemen 


the affairs of the Hadramawt capital city of al-Mukalla af- 
ter being granted control over it by those who collapsed 
it — Ansar ash-Shari’ah, “The Sons of Hadramawt’! — on 2 
April 2015.* The Hadhrami Domestic Council was formed 
by a fine selection of the sincere men of Hadramawt in- 
cluding religious scholars, prominent figures, tribal figures, 
social figures, businessmen, academics, engineers, media 
professionals, and officers in the army and security forces. 
They shouldered their historical responsibility at a crucial 
moment for the sake of Hadramawmt. ‘They did not abandon 
it to an unknown future. They kept it from being a target 
of foreign forces, lack of authority and security, theft, de- 
struction, and chaos. This is from the most important goals 
for which the Hadhrami Domestic Council was formed, in 
addition to shouldering the responsibility of administering 
the affairs of the city with the aid of the citizens and by pre- 
serving its security and stability and securing the continued 
delivery of necessary services including water, food supplies, 
electricity, medical care, waste management, education, and 
other services. [he council also has high hopes in its citizens 
contributing towards achieving these noble goals and nor- 
malizing public life, each person in his realm of work and 
specialization, and that they will unite their ranks for the 


' Editor’s Note: “The Sons of Hadramawt” is the new name used by the 
Yemeni branch of al-Qaidah as it dodges its former name “Ansar ash- 
Norrell one 

* Editor’s Note: The coordinated handover of al-Mukalla by al-Qaidah to 


this council was mentioned in Dabig, issue 10, pages 67-68. 
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sake of Hadramawt as it needs all its sons to organize their 
affairs and not wait for others to do so.” 


This clarifies that al-Mukalla is run by the Hadhrami Do- 
mestic Council, that the council has blatant apostates (off- 
cers in both the army and security forces) amongst its ranks, 
and that al-Qaidah granted the council power after over- 
running the city. 


In the first press release made by this council on “13 April 
2015,” only nine days after al-Mukalla was overrun by al- 
Qaidah, they said, “O free sons of Hadramawt, in light of 
the painful circumstances that the country in general faces, 
including the province of Hadramawt, especially its capital 
al-Mukalla, the Council of the Scholars of Ahlus-Sunnah, 
the tribal elders, and a party of prominent figures and se- 
niors took the initiative to repair the lands and protect them 
from slipping into bloody conflicts. A meeting occurred in 
which the Hadhrami Domestic Council was formed to be- 
come an authority in administering the affairs of the pro- 
vincial capital and in coordination with and under the su- 
pervision of the governor of Hadramawt Province, Dr. ‘Adil 
Muhammad Bahamid. With success granted by Allah, the 
council reached an agreement with the Sons of Hadramawt 
consisting of the following: First, they have to hand over 
all the public utilities and the administration of them to 
the Hadhrami Domestic Council. It is also the right of the 
Domestic Council to appoint whom it wishes as its head. 
Second, the Domestic Council is responsible for adminis- 
trating the matter of public security and its stations. ‘Third, 
what is needed to facilitate the job of the Council and ad- 
minister services will be provided by the Sons of Hadra- 
mawt to the Domestic Council, as agreed by both sides ... 
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The council calls ... all the directors of offices and all the 
civil and security bodies to pursue their work under the su- 
pervision of the council ... The council also commends the 
efforts of Operation Decisive Storm under the leadership 
of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Gulf Cooperation 
Council to deter the aggression of the Houthis and their 


allies.” 


In this first press release, they blatantly flaunt their contin- 
ued relationship with the taghtt regime of ‘Abd Rabbuh, 
they call on the apostates of the security bodies to carry on 
in their work, and they flatter the apostate tawaghit of the 
Arabian Peninsula, only nine days after al-Qa@idah overran 


al-Mukalla! 


Ina press release on “23 May 2015,” they eulogize the taghtt 
Ahmad Bahaj, “governor” of the province of Shabwah un- 
der the ‘Abd Rabbuh murtadd regime, after he was killed 
fighting the murtadd Rafidah. 


In a press release on “16 June 2015,” they said, “On the oc- 
casion of the arrival of the blessed month of Ramadan, the 
leaders and members of the Hadhrami Domestic Council 

. send special greetings and great thanks to the Servant of 


the Noble Haramayn and all the leaders of the Gulf states.” 


In a press release on “4 September 2015,” they said, “We 
will not miss the opportunity in this declaration to offer 
condolences to our brothers in the coalition of Arab nations 
with respect to the victims resulting from a treacherous at- 
tack that led to the deaths of sixty Emirati, Saudi, and Bah- 
raini soldiers. We ask Allah % to accept them as shuhada 


as they defended their nations ... We convey to them the 


DABIOQ 


condolences of the people of Hadramawt for the families of 
the shuhada and their hope for their wounded to quickly 


recover.” 


On “15 June 2015,” they released an article in which they 
respond to their opposition. In the piece, they said, “How 
can it be believed that the Domestic Council is run by al- 
Qa idah when the Council recognizes the legitimacy of ‘Abd 
Rabbuh whereas al-Qaidah considers him to be a taghtit?” 


On their website, they regularly report their relations with 
top officials from the ‘Abd Rabbuh regime including those 
from the Finance Ministry, the Education Ministry, the 
Central Bank, and the Defense Ministry, as well as the gov- 
ernors of various provinces. ‘They also report on “24 April 
2015” their dispatching of an official delegation to “Sau- 
di” Arabia to meet with Saudi officials and both the prime 
minister and vice president of the ‘Abd Rabbuh regime in 
an effort to strengthen the relationship between the council 
and the Saudi and Yemeni regimes. 


In an announcement released on “21 April 2015,” the 
council said, “Since ... the collapse of all the institutions of 
the state, army, and security, and the control of those who 
call themselves “The Sons of Hadramawt’ over the affairs of 
the provincial capital, and after constant communication 
with the governor of the province of Hadramawt ... the 
scholars, tribal elders, and notables placed their exhaustive 
efforts into convincing “Ihe Sons of Hadramawt’ of the 
danger of their remaining in control of the political offices 
of the government and its other buildings, something that 
could lead to regional and international military interfer- 
ence whose outcome would be disastrous for the people 
and land. ‘These efforts resulted in an agreement decreeing 
the handover of all government facilities and public security 
centers to a domestic Hadhrami council formed by scholars 


and tribal nobles ...” 


‘They go on to say, “The brother, the governor of the Hadra- 
mawt province, blessed this agreement; rather he initially 
agreed to be the head of the council. He later proposed be- 
ing a coordinator and supervisor over the council. After a 
few days, the armed forces defending the airport, ad-Dab- 
bah, Brigade 27, and Air force Brigade 190 all withdrew. It 
is not true that the Domestic Hadhrami Council received 
these camps and handed them over to “The Sons of Hadra- 
mawt. Rather, the ‘Sons of Hadramawt’ overran them first. 
Because of these events, an emergency meeting was held by 
the Domestic Council on 29/6/1436AH coinciding with 
18 April 2015. The following resolutions were made there:” 


“First resolution: The negotiations between the Domestic 
Council and “The Sons of Hadramawt’ will continue. The 
seizing of control over the public facilities and the responsi- 
bility to administer the affairs of the provincial capital will 
not be complete until “The Sons of Hadramawvt abide by 
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the following conditions. They must: A) Gradually hand 
over all the government facilities to the Domestic Coun- 
cil. B) Hand over the seaport, the airport, and the military 
camps to the Domestic Council. C) Hand over sufficient 
amounts and sufficient types of vehicles, weapons, and mu- 
nitions (in accordance with the demands of the council’s 
security committee) to enable the achievement of the coun- 
cil’s duties in maintaining public security and military posts. 
D) Return at least two billion riyals from the money that 
was taken from the Central Bank to the Domestic Council 
for the council to manage the affairs of the province. E) 
Not execute arrests or house raids after the Domestic Coun- 
cil takes authority except if it is proven that an individual 
works against the security of the province.” 


“The second resolution: Communication with the President 
and Vice President of the Republic, the Prime Minister, and 
the governor of the province will continue until a declara- 
tion is released in which they announce their support of the 
Domestic Council so as to achieve security, stability, and 
normalization of affairs in Hadramawt...” 


“The results of the negotiations with “Ihe Sons of Hadra- 
mawt were as follows: “Ihe Sons of Hadramawt’ agreed 
to hand over the public facilities and the administration 
of these facilities whenever the Domestic Council requests 
so. ‘Ihe Sons of Hadramawt’ agreed to hand over the sea- 
port, the airport, and the military camps, except for Brigade 
27, to the Domestic Council ... “The Sons of Hadramawt’ 
agreed to provide the Domestic Council with a sufficient 
amount of vehicles, weapons, emergency vehicles, and po- 
lice vehicles, so as to facilitate the job of the council’s secu- 
rity committee ... “Ihe Sons of Hadramawt agreed to stop 
carrying out any arrests or house raids after the Domestic 
Council takes authority of the city unless the danger of an 
individual against the security of Hadramawt is certain.” 


It becomes clear from these various press releases and dec- 
larations that the council is a project whose mission is to 
reestablish the ‘Abd Rabbuh regime in Hadramawt while 
taking advantage of the partisanship, irja’, and foolishness 
of the Yemeni branch of al-Qaidah. After expelling a taghtt 
in power, al-Qaidah refused to take control of the land and 
rule it by Shari'ah themselves and instead handed it over 
to a selection of Ikhwan, Saudi supporters, grave worship- 
pers, and former parliament, military, and security officials! 
Meanwhile, as their relationship with the nationalist resis- 
tance grows, their enmity towards the Islamic State surges. 
They are not able to fathom takfir and war against both 
the Rafidi Houthis and the murtadd regime forces together. 
And if matters carry on as they had in Sham, the common 
enemy between the Yemeni Qaidah and the nationalist 
resistance will become the Khilafah. May Allah guide the 
soldiers in the ranks of al-Qaidah out of the ranks of parti- 
sanship and into the ranks of the Jama’ah before they follow 
the footsteps of the apostate Jawlani front. 


